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THOU SHALY LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, WITH ALU 


HY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THY MIND —AND THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF.” 
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A SERMON, 

DELIVERED IN 8ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, 

On the 4th of Jaly, 1813: 

To the second Brigade af Alerandria 
Militia, at the request of the 
Officers. 
py The Rev. Wu. H. WILMER, 
Rector of St. Paul's, Alexandria. 
| Coucluded.) 

The sovereign desizns of Heaven 
seem to have selected us as chosen in- 
straments for planting and dissemi- 
nating anew empire of sound religi- 
onand liberty, Wisdom and _ virtue, 
and arts and seiences. Of us the in- 
habitants of these regions demand 
their share of that inheritance’ of 
which we are constituted the gaar- 
dians and trustees. Of us the poor 
African aud the hunted savage de- 
mand their portion of knowledge, be- 
nevolence and religion of which we 
are the depositories. Shall we be- 
tray this high trust ? Shall we be so 
unfaithful to the interests of humani- 
ty, so false to ourselves, so ungrate- 
» ful to the divine goodness? Let us a- 
“void this guilt. Let us carry into ef.- 

fect the great and gracious designs of 
Heaven in the regeneration of the 
world. Let us labour to diffuse a- 
round us far and'wide and to_.tprans- 
mit te posterity the javalaabie pee. 
sings of freedom and religion. And 
inorder to. this let us cultivate a 
sense of them in our own ‘héarts; ‘and 
cherish by constant praver. those ho- 
ly dispositions Which as‘they are ‘on- 
ly taught so can they jonly be procur- 
ed by Christianity, ahd which while 
they constitute the highest ornament, 
afford the only felicity of our nature. 
With regard to our country. let us 
offer our fervent prayers that God 


will vouchsafe a favourable issue to, 


t 


(Volume 1. 
her struggles. His past mercies are 
a pledge of his ability and willingness 
to save usunless our sins throw ue 
out of his protection. Our best feel- 
ings would prompt us to hope that 
the clouds which now hang ovet us 
shall be dispersed, and that the sun 
shall once more arige with healing in 
his wings. ‘To cherish a Hope so 
pleasing, I will recite a passage from 
the celebrated Dr. Smith’s* sermon 
delivered at theclose of the revolu- 
tionary war. ) 

“ [cannot but think that Heaven 
has designs towards this country 
which must one day be fulfilled inthe 
prosperity and happiness of mankind. 
Transported at the thought, I am 
born forward to days of distant re- 
nown: In my expanded view these 
United States, rise in all their ripen- 
ed glory before me. I look through 
and beyond every yet peopled period 
of the new world, and behold period 
still brightening upon period. Where 
one continuous dépth of gloomy wild 
now shuts out even the beams of day, 
I see new states and empires rise, new 
states of wisdom and knowledge, new 
religious domes spreading around. In 
places now untrod by any but savage 
beastsormen as savage as they, I 
hear the voice of happy labour, and 
behold towering cities growing to 
the skies. 

* Lo! in this happy picture, I be- 
hold the native Indian exulting in the 
works.of peace and civilization. His 
bloody hatchet he buries deep under 
ground, and his murderous knife he 
turns into @ pruning hook to lop the 
tender vine, and teach the luxuriant 
shoot to grow. No more does he 


* Provost of the University of Penna. 
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‘splendid machinery, with Ww 


form to himself, according to the Po- 


et, a heaven after death in company 


with his faithful dog behind the cloud 
topt hill, far from the haunts of faith- 
less men; but better instructed in 
Christianity, he views his everlasting 
inheritance, ‘“ a house not made with 
hands eternal inthe heavens.” 

‘“‘ Instead af recounting to his off- 
spring around the blazing fire, the 
bloody exploits of his ancestors, and 
wars of savage death, shewing bar- 
barous exultation over every deed of 
woe; methinks f hear him pouring 
forth his eulogies of praise, to the 
memory of those who were the in- 
struments of Heaven in raising his 
tribes from darkness to light, in giv- 
ing them freedom and civilization, 
and converting them from violence 
and blood to meekness and love.” 

* Among those,who shall be cele- 
brated as instruments of this great 
work, I hear ths names of every 
good citizenand christian, of every 
friend to mankind and the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and especially, me- 
thinks ihear your names illustrious 
Patriots, who having achieved the 
salvation of your country, cheerfully 
join in every laudable endeavor for 


conveying those rights to posterity, : 
and bringing the utmost ends of | the of : 


Earth to sée the salvation of God.” io 





into all lands. Throvg ghout India 


In 


tnany of her provinces. “In many parts) 


of Africa. Thr: wughout Greenland 





and Labrador. Malays, Chinese and 
Persians ‘do hear in their ow, 
tongue the wonderful works of God» 
Light has dawned even upon the 
temple of Mecca itself, and the fe. 
nowned Sabat, descended from thg 
family of the Prophet has conveyed 
to Arabia the glad tidings that Jeu, 
Christ, is the Saviour of the worl 

Already faith and hope see the chure} 
coming forth from the wildérness— 
they see the dispersed of Israel and 
Judah, restored to the land of their 
Fathers, the fullness of the Gentiles 
flowing in, and thé kingdoms of this 
world becoming the kingdoms of God 
and his Christ. 


While these things are hastening on 


—while the mighty concussions of our 
globe, moral & physical, unextampled 
throughout its annals, proclaim the 
coming of the King of nations, let us 
participate in the glory and honour of 
preparing his way. For this let us 
unite our best exertions. For this let 
us lay aside the distinctions of sects 
and parties—anc let us constantly and 
fervently pray: And do thow Almigh- 
ty Father, hasten that blessed period 

7 thy kingdom . which we believe 









x ousness sete prevail. és 
‘It is certain by the signs of the times oe ek eee 
that there is some grand and uni ve ee ne ee s 
sal change avout to take, pk a i a Sa: J EBESSS. 















Figion and morals, . worth 


Introduced. Fn the revole 
world, in the risé ‘anc eh 
God is still carrying on Mi 
magnificent plan iof t 
the establishment »¢ * 
which shall have wie 
turn, overturn, ovéi 
whose right ibis” = Gobbi}: 
Already is thé angel, who is to 

preach the everlasting g oe to eve- 
ry tribe of manki ps Pp fa i tk 
ready has the trumpet rt 
#) jubilee sounded. It 


’*} will over- 
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PRI ANNUAL REPORT 


ade, {Corresponding 

“Séoretary. 

‘Réadt clerk: the, Béciet: attheir An- 
 thoal“Meeting) April Ist, 1815. 


Tur Managerg: of. ‘this institution, 
in obediente to one‘of the Articles of 
Association, resent to its Members 


_and the public; an account of their pro- 
oe vepedings. daring the last year ; 


and 
_abey sincerely hope, that, an exami- 
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“ght an [: eome, when. Wgiversal peace” 
Thus far Dr. Smith. or hit Scart 
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.ation thereof, and the brief survey 
which they take of the great and glo- 
rious successes of such societies in dif- 
ferent parts of the world, will have 















iN} at once the desirable effect of attach- 
Parts ing more firmly, and engaging more 
land a Mi ly their original subscribers, 
* 4nd band of convincing the minds and mov- 
ae ing the hearts of such of our neigh- 
teers bors, who have hitherto, either re. 
: the fused or neglected to add their names 
: hy: and contributions to so excellent a 
os ‘0 ode of Christian beneficence. 
om Brethren and Friends, we have not 
ae een deceived ourselves, neither wish- 
sie d we to deceive others into a need- 
: ch ess expense, or-visionary scheme of 
alt philanthropy. The work in which 
and we are engaged has proved itself to 
‘Cit be a solid and practical benefit to 
lee mankind. Every year brings with it 
ve fresh and stronger proofs .of the ne- 
Od 


cessity and expediency of such institu- 


tions. Every painful discovery of the 
On B® destitute condition of the poor in 
ver4 Christian countries, and every exami- 
ed nation into the miserable case of the 
s benighted Heathen, and every joy- 
8 


ful intelligence of an opening pros- 
pect of their conversion to our divine 
religion, should impress more forci- 
bly upon all believing minds and. 
compassionate hearts, the duty of 
helping them ‘to come to the glorious 
light of the Gospel. ‘This ia: e. duty 


Justice to-our fellow-creaturé 
 low-sinnéys.*.. Out~ of. chet 6 
darkness and, hed te 
we are all. planged, tt» 


‘6 brethern 4 in caleuni tyre * et -. 
hee . 








other to escapes. 
It is the especial daty . Psi 
already walking’ 


ah the 
Lord” andenjo ata 


grace, to. assist as + as. “in them . 






to come to his light,’ 


Heavens and gave ita command to 
go forth and enlighten the faterial — 


of faith and gratitude due to:our ; ae 
: sand Saviour, . a-duty of: Ree 
1a id fe 


: a vb e. 
. ve 4 









lies, all such as ave’ r gt in ago. : 


That God-who: ‘said « let - Pah ie 3 
light ;? who .pladed ‘his. sun in the — 


world, has likewise more bountifully 
given us his holy word to be a 
inoral sun to his spiritual creation ; 
in that sun is written his will that all 
should see it, but as his will is per- 
formed on earth by the instrumen- 
tality of human agents, so is it our 
duty to convey this body of spiritual 
light & warmth to all who haveit not. 
A more effectual mode of doing 
this our duty, cannot be devised than 
is offered to Christians in Biblical in- 
stitutions. God himself is the Au- 
thor of them, he presides over them, 
divectsand prospersthem. Let not 
any speak against them lest haply 
they be found:to speak against God. 
Whoso would be onthe Lord's side, 
let him join us. Beyond all other in- 
stitutions having for their object the 
good of mankind, the Bible Society 
appears to have found favour in the 
sight of God, and to have excited the 
charity and zeal of Christians. 
Before we deliver to you a formal 
account of what has been done by our 
infant society in this great and good 
cause, we think it proper that as we 
are members of the. great family of 
man, and.should take a lively inter- 
est in whatever is.transacting among 
our Brethern, especially such things 
as have a relation to the religious and 
eternal.state of man, that we should 
enlarge our views and enquire what is 
<- Zong on in the world, how the king- 
‘dom.of God is succeed:ag on earth. 
We could wish that no necessity ex. 
ated for offering you such a condens- 
of course, very imperfect view 
oF these. “great and glorious things 
in the world. . We 
periodical publica- 
va t and particular 
thro if f such teas Were ac- 
' fBiliar eto-all; but as 
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Uhinae: er i case | we beg , Sapna to 
aS vitmpote ect alternative of a 


g-thatit may not 
alfof our Society. 
t-haé pleased the Al- 
Be “of all vents, to give 
cé..in “extraordinary 
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times. Historians tell us, in all the 
pomp of language, how great and 
sudden mutations have agitated the 
world; how the greatest empires have 
sunk oppressed by their own weight ; 
how the world has undergone its pe- 
riodic renovations; but in these latter 
times we have seen and heard still 
greater wonders. Noticing only these 
events which deeply affect us as 
Christians, let us remember that a 
few years dnly have rolled over our 
heads, since Jmpiety had by the most 
diabolical means gotten possession of 
power; when thrones and principali- 
ties fell like the tottering ruins of a 
castle before the fury of its storm, 
when its sacrilegious hand grasped 
the very temples of God, and the 
Ark itself seemed to tremble within. 
Christians stood in awful suspense 
looking toward the event. Satan was 
almost seen, while he walked thro’ 
the earth with his bloody ministers 
carrying desolation and uttering blas- 
phemies ; the earth itself, as though 
drunken with the blood of their vic- 
tims, or oppressed by their horrid 
burthen, has reeled to and fro. The 
moral and political elements are all 
in commotion and the whole Chris- 
tian world has been convulsed by 
war. While one nation by the voice 
ofits philosophic rulers, dethroned 
the God of Heaven, and the very ex- 
istence of Christianity was threatened 
inthat quarter; there were nume- 
rous abettors of the same mad and 
impious proceedings in other parts of 
Christendom: “ what shall be the 
end of these things” was the enquiry 
which every good man asked to him- 
selfin thesight and hearing 
God. Nevertheless, 


the wrath of man to prsise him, and 


turns the weapons of his enemies a- 


gainst themselves, was only prepar- 
Ing fresh triumphs for himself and 
that son whom he honoreth. He had 
declared that the gates of hell should 
Not prevail against that Ohurch which 
his son had founded upon a rock. 


. 
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of his” 
Brethern, all 
was safe and that God who maketh’. 





Accordingly he had reserved t5 
himself a tew faithful servants wi, 
had not bowed the knee to Baa}, wi, 
were inspired by himself with a holy 
zeal to stem the torrent of impiety. 
and were destined to rise above t},, 
deluge ofiniqait 

While these dreadful scenes were 
acting upon the earth, aad no map 
felt himself secure by his neighbor 
there were Christians enough to at. 
tempt something in opposition to the 
hosts of darkness) And while Saty, 
threatened to get posession of or 
part of Christendom, they determin 
ed to try and enlarge the borders of 
Christianity in Heathen countries and 
strengthen those places which yet re. 
mained at home. Accordingly vari- 
ous societies were formed for the pur. 
pose of sending missionaries to Hea- 
then countries and for increasing pie. 
ty in this country and England and 
some other parts of Europe. 

About ten years since it seemed 
good unto God to put it into the 
hearts of Christians to form them- 
selves into Bible Societies, for pub- 
lishing, translating and distributing 
the BIBLE into all countries and lan 
guages. These institutions have co- 
operated with other institutions, and 
within this period of time have done 
more toward the extension of Chris- 
tianity amongst the Heathen, and the 


promotion of piety among the poor» 


in Christian countries, than has ever 
been effected by any association since 
the time of the Aposties:«-The work 
is proceeding, and rapidly increasing; 
every succeeding year‘doubles the 

wmber and increases the zeal of its 
aetive.friends. The objéet indeed is 
‘80 hoble“and extensive; ‘the instru- 





ments for éMecting it so numerous, 


s0 willing, 60" powerful ‘and united 
that a great smouat of good must ne- 
cessarily result. . In the first Prospec- 
tus of the first institution of this kind 
(the British and fareign Bible Socie- 
ty) its object was declared to be no- 
thing less than to effect a general 
movement of the Church on earth,— 
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Kt has succeeded with electric power 
and rapidity; it has pervaded the 
whole Christian world ;-it has excjt- 

ed and harmoniously combined the 
exertions and charities of all sects in 
It has formed a grand 
coslition of Christians, who have de- 

clared that it is their duty, and 
shell be their endeavor, to supply eve- 
ry poor family in Christendom with 
a Bible, and to translate it into eve- 

ry dialect, of every tongue, that eve- 
ry human being may read tt for him. 

self. it was not an idle resolve, nor 
e presumptuous undertaking. ‘The 
little cloud whicha few years since 
was scarcely seen in the horizon, hag 
risen and spread itself beneath the 
canopy of Heaven and is now pour- 
ing the sacred waters of life upon 4l- 

invest every land. 

The various institutions which con- 
tribute to the same grand object, are 
so many smaller streams which arise 
in different parts of a Country first 
watering and fertilizing their own 
fields and meadows, then pass thro’ 
adjoining districts, at length gather- 
ing their superfluous waters, pour 
them into some mighty river, destin- 
ed to flow over the scorching sands 
of Africa, the deserts of Arabia and 
the plains of Hindostan. 

At the first introduction of Chris- 
tianity, it pleased the Almighty to 
. convert the Heathen by giving to the 
Apostles. the knowledge of yarious 
languages, by which al] heard them- 
selves addressed in their own tongue; 
it would seem now as if it were his 
will thats glorious extentior 
kingdom was to be effected’ 
art of printing and transla! 
Scriptures into every lange ; € 
delightful must be the thou 
every true Christian and real hilen-- 
thropist that whereas. now the -Hea= 
then, urged on by theie wicked and 
tyranical Priests, and. deluded. by 
their foolish superstitions, travel hun- 
dreds of miles to. worship a bloody 
Moloch who delights in the cries of 
slaughtered infants, or a Juggernaut 


all countries. 







t; 0. 


who never smiles but when he sees 
the blood of his victims that are 
crushed by the wheels of his car, 
may now have the word and observe 
the worship of the true God ip their 
own houses apd enjoy all the bles- 
gipgs of our religion: 

We biess Gad that we are not with- 
out hope, and good cause for hope, 
that such will soon be the case in 
countries now heathenish, yea, we 
may blegs God that it is already the 
case to 2 considerable extent in some 
places, 

In truth there is scarcely any Hea- 
then Country where thereis not one 
or more missionary settlements and 
sume native Converts : but we would 
particularly direct your attention to 
Asia. The intelligence which has 
been coming fur years past from that 
quarter is truly joyful. God himeelf 
is now carrying back again the know- 
ledge of his son to that place, once 
honored by his presence, and whence 
it first came to our ancestors. And 
it seems as though he were doing it 
chiefly by the instrumentality of Bi- 
ble Sucieties. Hindostan, containing 
a population of at least sixty millions, 
promises at no distant period to lay 
aside her superstition and adopt the 
worship of the trae God and Saviour. 

It is believed that there are already 
a million of native Christians in 
Asia, many of them are the decen- 
dants of those churches which were 
planted by the Apostles and have ne- 
ver renounced their faith; others 
have been converted at euccessive pe- 
riods and multitudes aithin the last 


Mhe "ten years. The Bible either in part 
Ung the’: erithe whole is now translated into 
a Wiyqpore than thirty of the languages of 


“Abia, and even the perplexing and 


4abdrieus hieroglyphics of China have 


been déeyphered and translated. 
Missionaries now travel through 
all parts of Hindostan without fear of 
molestation, preaching Christ. 
They stand in the very presence of 
their idols.and boldly proclaim the 
living God and true Saviour. The 














fdols are desertedand they crowd a- 
round the Missionary and listensat- 
tenuvely to his words. 

Bibles or certain books of the Bi- 
Sle and tracts are disseminated in 
every direction, and there have been 
frequent instances of the conversion 
ot Mindoos by the simple reading of 
these withoyt their even having seen 
a Cheistian, 

They read the dook of God and 
there they discover their own state, 
nd perceiva a true description of 
their own heart. They are surprised 
aaddelighted at the gracious news of 
eternal life through Jesus Christ. 

After reading or hea ring the word 
ef God they have been known to Say 
“ Allis true, all js true, we were 
bdblied, our religion;is false, our tem- 
pies are unclean, this is the only true 
«vay of salvation.” Such Brethren is 
the state of things in that country ; 
“thus does the word of God run and 


' 


tlrified, 

Je «ome places the Psalter and the 
Testament have actually become the 
school: books for their children. and 
“ireir paven's acknowledge that the 


~ 
« 


a) 


nem, niake them wiser 
, 
-seirve 


than them- 


eei\es, and greatly improve them in 
caoral qualities, -especially in filial 


piety and civil subordination which 
“hey are taught tobe of Ged and not 
enerely human ordinances, 

Itis needless we trust to assure 
‘Christians who have felt within them- 
selves the transforming pawer of our 
religion, that cits invariable effect 
when sincere is to alter the charac- 
ter ofits Heatxenish converts. The 
pious and poetic Cowper has long 
since described the happy change : 

"Tt wretch who once sang wildly, 

d 


The 
laughed apd danced, 


Has wepta sileat ileod ; reversed his ways; 


is sober, meck, *benevelent, and prays ; 

Feeds sparingly communicates his store,” 

Abhors the craft le boasted of before; 

And he that stole las learnt to steel no more. 

Well spake the Prophet, let the desert sing ; 

Where sprang the thorn, the spiry fir 
shall spring, 


And where unsightiyv 
Shall grow the myrtie aud luxuriant yew,” 
We are happy to say-that our Own 
country has contributed toward these 
desirable effects, and that Missiona. 
ries from America are labouring jp 


ind rank thistle: raw 


the geod cadse in Asia; and that 
collections have been made for a6- 
sisting the college af translators at 
Serampore.* 

hough net with the same degree 
of success yet the work of evangelig. 
ing the world is progressing in other 
places. The printing of the Turkish 
New-Testament under the directioy 
of the Missianaries at Marass was 


some time since finished and iis in 
cirevlation. ' 


Tie Turkish is the written lan- 
guage ofall the Tartar tribes, it ig 
spoken through the whole of the Tur- 
kish empire, anda great, if not the 
greater part of Persia. It is used or 
understood by a greater population 
than any other in the world. 

We have also received the pleasing 
intellirence that a great number of 
the Heathens in Silesia have actually 
asked for the holy seriptures, and 
have sent large contributions to the 
Russian Bible Society for promoting 
its circulation under a belief of its be- 
neficial influence upon the morals: of 
men. 

Ameng the number are three Sibe- 
rian Princes; one of whom froma dis- 
tant province, sent money to the Bi- 
ble Society of St. Petersburg, and 
begged to have some Tartar Testa- 
ments to distribute among ‘the. poor 
people for whose salvation he was 
anxiqus. » et 

Towupply these and all such appli- 
cationsit is.delightful to know ‘that 


Christiaas’ have not failed to exert 


thei gealand-charity. Bible Socie- 
ties are almost, daily ‘vorming in Rus- 
sia, Denruark; Holland, Gwitzerlaud, 
Germany.and Great Britain; in the 
latter place alone:trom the latest ac- 

*The sum of twelve hundred dollars was 


collected in the District of Columbia threg 
years since,.for this purpose. 
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counts received, there are between 
four and five hundred Societies. 

An attention to this mode of ex- 
ie benefits of religion Was 
not excited in America until a few 

-eara since ; When the. Bible Society 
of Philadelphia set the example ft 
has been followed, and there are now 
more thansixty Societies in this coun- 
try; the number has been doubled 
gince our Jast report, and we hope 
will be again doubled before our next. 
Fleven of these are to be found in Va. 

Though we have much to do, be. 
fore the wants of the poor and desti- 
tate in our ows covatry are supplied, 
yet I trust we shall soon and gene- 
rously join tn behalf of the Heathen. 
North America rising im wealth and 
importance, and highly favoured a- 
mong the nations of the earth, and 
enjoying the Christian religion in its 
liberty and purity will not we trust 
be found wanting. 

An association is now proposed for 
the purpose of concentring the super- 
fluous funds of the different Societies, 
and directing them to the supply of 
the remote parts of our country, or of 
districts without the limits of the ©. S. 

While doubts exist in the minds of 
some as tothe expediency of the mode 
suggested, there is but one opinion 


tending tl 


‘as to the tmportance of the object. 


May Almighty God in this and in 
every thing else take us ali under his 
holy keeping, and guide us into the 
best methed-of advancing his king- 
dom! And now brethren we ygnid 
ask how any person having the @Bili- 
ty and professing Christianity. can _ 
refuse to join in this work, “Ft wauld- 
seem that only one thing otght te be 
necessary to all such persons ‘td sét. 
their zeal and charity, ‘at work, and 
to make them esteem it as an impe- 
rious duty and exquisite gratification, 
and that it isthe knowledge that there 
were persons thus destitute, and who 
were willing, or might be tempted to 
receive them, and thus by the bles- 
sing of Heaven be putin the way of 
divine knowledge. _ a 


ing from the Christian's 


Surely, surely, it ought to be the 
Gelight of Christians to seethe Bible 
in every family. And if there be the 
smaHest opening for the introduction 
of Christianity ameng the Eleathens, 
it should g!addem the hearts and make 
them willing and anxious to evuntri- 
bute to #Hs propagation. 

Mecling and believing thus, we are 
sorry to see the names ot any of those 
friends and neighbours whom we love 
and es eem missing from our liet.— 
We can imagine no sufficient excuse 
but extreme poverty. If ever 
Wag a mode of charity liable to 
least and fewest abuses, end predue- 
tive of by far the most important be- 
nefHs, thisisthe one. It is said that 
there are few so poor as to be abso- 
lately unable to get a Bible, if very 
anximis to have one? 
that those persons who are thus syp- 
lied with Bibles, are the same who 
are commonly assisted by their weal- 
thier neighbours in the comforts ef 
this life, and why not make them this 
spiritual present, and the present it- 
selfandthe manner of its bestowment 
by the blessing of God is likely ts 
produce a happy effect 2 


| 
tiere 


the 


.%” J b 
me answer 


Ff it be said as far as it relates te 
the Eleathens, the object is too dis 
tant to excite eur charity, and the 


benefit too uncertain to sanction the 
Sacrifice, we say, this might do very 
well inthe mouth ofa Heathen. but 
is most shameful in that of a Chris 
tian. Oh! itis the very beanty and 
excellency of our religion, that it en- 
Jarges the heart so as to take the 
whole human family into its love. Is 
makes us teel a parternal affection to 
the most distant of the human fami- 


Vyi® When the Christian says “ Our 


Father” ‘he feels as though every hu- 
man being was around him, and that 
he is offering up prayer for them as 
well as for himself. 

As @ thousand years in God’s sight 
are but as a moment, so millions of 
miles, and rivers, seas and moup- 
tains-cannot separate one human be. 
love. Let 
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tis avvay then with. such excuses, and 
any such which Satan may suggest. 

We have said that nothing but ex- 
treme poverty couid afford a sufficient 
excuse to Christians for not contribu- 
ting something to such a cause. We 
will add a caution in explanation and 
confirmation of this. Let none too 
readily suppose that they are unable 
—Let them not undervalue that pro- 
perty whieh God has given them.— 
‘There is a species of sacrilegious dis- 
honesty init. What! spare nothing 
for his service, to promote his glory 
on earth, from whom we have re- 
ceived every thing, and to whom we 
ire to deliver up an account of their 
use ? Thereis an awful example of 
this deception on record for the bene. 
fit of Christians. Let us remember 
Ananias and Saphira, who brought 
the half of their goods to the Apos- 
ties. pretending it ‘vas their all, and 
with this lie in their mouths feli dead 
attheir feet. Nov, how does this es- 
sentially differ from the conduct of 
such as are called upon by religion 
and humanity, to assist the poor and 
the Heathen tothe blessings of the 
gospel, but refuse, saying they are 
not able when it is evident to God 
and men that they might easily spare 
the usual subscription. 

To encourage our brethren to set 
apart something for sacred uses which 
is not on any acdoant to be retrench- 
ed by aworldly hand—we might re- 
late many affecting instances of per- 
sons in the lowest grades of life, 
whose faith and love have been so 
strong asto makethem observe the 
most rigid economy and self-denial 
in order to save a donation for some 
charitable institation. Such for in- 
stance as this: a poor girl who had 
received the gift of a Bible and by 
the reading thereof had been enlight- 
ened with divine truth was so affect- 
ed with gratitude as tosave the half 
of her year’s wages (amounting only 
to a guinea) and with tears in her eyes 
brought it toa Manager of a Bible 
Society, begging that it might be re- 
ceived asa token of her gratitude, 


and hoping it migh: assist to com 
nicate the same blessing to othe 
which she herself had received, [},, 
can any possessing even a very modg 
rate competency, refuse, afier read 
ing this and many such that we migh 
relate ? 

Brethren, for what purpose migh 
a little self denial in some of the pléq. 
sures and even comforts of life (if ne. 
cessary) be observed rathér than fop 
this ? How pleasing is the reflection 
on any sacrifices made for the good 
of others especially for their eternal 
welfare ? 

Before we conclude we must yet 
advert to one event, one joyous, pro- 
vidential dispensation Which has late. 
ly tilled all hearts with gladness. 

The Christian world is at peace, 
never more so since the first intro- 
duction of the Saviour’s kingdom. 

Now every facility is offered to thé 
propagation of the gospel. 

If God has lately called upon us if 
his judgments to serve him he now 
persuades us by the sweetest accents 
of love, he now bountifully supplies 
us with the means of glorifying him. 
Now commerce revives, now agricul- 
ture is richly repaid, now all the arfs 
of peace are renewed; and shall all 
these prosper and shall not the glory 
of God be encreased above them all, 
shall net the zeal and charity of 
Christians multiply with their means 
and blessings ? Shall not these instt- 
tutions Which have begun and pros- 
pered to astonishment, in difficult 
and inost distressing times, be accel- 
lerated and magnified in their pro- 
gress, by the riches and blessings of 
universal peace and unexampled pros- 
perity ; trod forbid that it should be 
otherwise, we will not indulge @ 
doubt or fear, ) 

We humbly trust that a work has 
begun which will never ceasé, until 
the knowledge ofthe Lord shall co~ 
ver the whole earth. 

And may. all who read this, cry 
Amen-rand prove their sincerity by 
an active co-operation, 





